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NC prisons face changes 
following tragic year 


JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


A guard tower at Pasquotank Correctional Institution, where four 
prison workers were fatally injured during an Oct. 12 escape attempt. 
State leaders are taking steps that they hope will make prisons safer. 
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Changes are coming to North 
Carolina’s prisons following five 
fatal assaults on prison workers 
and a Charlotte Observer in- 
vestigation highlighting wide- 
spread dangers and corruption. 

Among other measures, the 
state says it is building fences, 
buying batons and frisking em- 
ployees. It is also installing new 
equipment to detect cellphones, 
which inmates have used to plot 
crimes and orchestrate attacks. 

Meanwhile, a new Duke 
University study confirms much 
of what the Observer found in 
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its June investigation, and rec- 
ommends that the state take 
additional steps to improve 
prison staffing and security. 

In a news release issued last 
week, the state Department of 
Public Safety listed more than a 
dozen steps they are taking to 
improve prison safety. They 
include: 

e Frisking almost everyone 


who enters the prisons. 

e Buying batons for officers in 
medium-security prisons. Cur- 
rently, only maximum-security 
officers are issued batons, which 
can be used to subdue violent 
inmates. 

e Upgrading security cameras 
in several prisons. 

e Installing additional fencing 
around some prisons, so that it’s 
harder for inmates to retrieve 
contraband that is thrown over 
fences. 

e Creating a new security unit 
that will develop safety training 
and ensure regular safety audits 
at all prisons. 

“We’re continuing to work to 
identify proven safety and secu- 
rity practices we can implement 
to make North Carolina’s pris- 
ons safer, with many improve- 
ments already put in place,” 
Public Safety Secretary Erik 
Hooks said. 

But Rep. Bob Steinburg, who 
serves on a legislative committee 
that oversees the prisons, said 
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DETAILS EMERGE 
IN SHOOTING 


A family member discusses 
the weekend shooting that 
left three adults dead and 
an 11-year-old girl in 
intensive care. 6A 
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PETITION AIMS 
TO SAVE THEATER 


A petition on Change.org 
has been started to save 
the Park Terrace 
Stadium, which is set to 
close Sunday. 9A 


SPORTS 


BRAINS BEHIND 
THE BLITZ 


Carolina’s aggressive, 
blitzing defense has taken 
on the personality of 
first-year coordinator 
Steve Wilks. 1B 


US TURNS ITS EYES TO ALABAMA SENATE RACE 


BOB MILLER NYT 


Roy Moore, the Republican nominee for U.S. Senate, arrives at his polling station in Gallant, Ala., on Tuesday as Alabama voters went to the polls 
for a special Senate election. Final results were not in by press time. For complete results, go to charlotteobserver.com. Story, 16A 


Trump attacks senator, again dismisses 


accusations of sexual harassment 


BY MICHAEL TACKETT 
AND EILEEN SULLIVAN 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
aggressively returned to the 
issue of sexual harassment 
Tuesday, again dismissing his 
own accusers as fabricators and 
attacking a female Democratic 
senator as a “lightweight” who 
“would do anything” for cam- 
paign contributions. 

The president’s attacks came 
in early morning Twitter posts 
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President 
Donald Trump 


after three of the accusers had 
come forward Monday to renew 
their charges from last year that 
Trump had sexually assaulted 
them before he entered politics, 
and after the senator, Kirsten 


Gillibrand, D-N.Y., had called 
for him to resign. 

While Trump weathered the 
accusations during his presi- 
dential campaign, the flood of 
recent allegations against pow- 
erful men has revived the issue 
of sexual harassment with a 
newfound fury. By inserting 
himself directly into the dis- 
cussion, the president ensured 
that calls for renewed scrutiny 
of the women’s allegations 
would gain new energy and 
prominence. 

Gillibrand was quick to fire 


back, saying she would not be 
silenced by a president whose 
comments she described as “a 
sexist smear.” 

“Tt was a sexist smear at- 
tempting to silence my voice, 
and I will not be silenced on this 
issue,” she said. 

“Neither will the women who 
stood up to the president yester- 
day,” she added. 

Gillibrand first learned of the 
president’s Twitter post while 
she was attending a bipartisan 
Bible study Tuesday morning, 
one of her aides said. The aide 
also said that Gillibrand had 
met with Trump just once in his 
office, several years ago, and 
that his daughter Ivanka was at 
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